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Valentine’s Day is celebrated the world over every year 
on February 14th and is an occasion for lovers to 
express their affection with the tangibles. There are 

different opinions concerning the origins of Valentine’s Day. 
Some say that it is to commemorate St. Valentine’s death. In 
contrast, some others opine that the early Catholic church 

Indian farmers’ agitation against the Central 
government’s farm laws has indeed drawn 
world attention and many world celebrities 
have responded to it forcing the government 
to go for the defence. The farmers have been 
agitating for more than two months against the 
Central government’s three farm laws, which 
are the Farmers’ Produce Trade and Commerce 
(Promotion and Facilitation) Act, the Farmers 
(Empowerment and Protection) Agreement 
on Price Assurance and Farm Services Act, 
and the Essential Commodities (Amendment) 

God’s Appointed Time Facts about 
Cataracts

Love is 
more than a 

VERB

 “LOVE IS A VERB”, THE BUMPER 
STICKER ON THE CAR THAT 
SPED PAST ME SAID.

That is true. Love is not 
just a noun or an abstract 
feeling that we hold; love 
means action. Love is not 

love unless we love something or 
someone. What use is the love that 
is not translated to action? 

As the car vanished from my sight, 

Dr. P.U Paulson is the Senior Pastor of the 
Community of the Redeemed, in Pune, India. 
His blogs can be found at www.paulsonp.net. 
He holds a M.A (Clinical Psychology),  
M.Th (Old Testament), and Ph.D. He has been 
on the faculty of many Bible Colleges in India 
and abroad. He is also a certified life-coach.
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Director, iCore 
Pune, India

the bumper sticker lingered on in 
my thoughts for a while. One part of 
me agreed that love is more than a 
feeling, but is love only a verb — the 
act of loving? I felt that the bumper 
sticker made the act of love sounds 
deceptively simple. Love is more 
than just a verb.

We live in a world where the meaning 
of love is perverted. Everybody seems 
to define love the way that suits them. 
Even when we love, we love the way 
we understand it. 

This diversity demands that 
we have a touchstone for love, a 
standard against which we can rate 
real love. 

The bible claims that God is love. 
Love is not just an attribute of God, 
but it is the essence of God. Love 
is what God is. That leads us to 
conclude that only God knows what 

“Only God knows 
what love is; love in 
the true sense of the 
word is to love as 
God loves.”

© indianexpress.com

LOVE IS WORTHLESS 
UNLESS IT ACTS OUT, 
UNLESS IT’S EXPRESSED 
IN DEED AND BEHAVIOR.

Dr. David Jeremiah
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his response. In recognizing his incapability, 
Peter, along with others, prayed and tarried 
for the Holy Spirit. Our acceptance of 
inability to love is the opportunity for God’s 
ability, which brings the availability of the 
gift of the Third Person of the Trinity to fill 
us with love.

The love of God is poured out into our 
hearts by the Holy Spirit, says Apostle Paul. 
Love of God prompts to go the extra mile 
to save the lost and disciple the saved. A 
young Dr. David Livingstone prayed, “Send 
me anywhere, only go with me. Lay any 
burden on me, only sustain me. Sever any 
ties but the tie that binds me to Your service 
and to Your heart.” God’s love activates us 
to decisively cut-off (circumcise) anything 
that robs us of our purity and commitment 
to Him. The love of God made the twenty-
seven-year-old Scottish doctor travel to 
Africa in the service of His Majesty, not the 
King or Queen of Great Britain, but the God 
Almighty. In 1871, on his birthday two years 
before his death, he penned another prayer 
in his journal, “My Jesus, my king, my life, 
my all, I again dedicate my whole self to Thee. 
Accept me, and grant, Gracious Father, that 
ere this year be gone, I may finish my task.” 
Each day and each year, there is a task given 
to us, which is none other than to be filled 
with God’s love and to live it out. In so doing, 
we choose not to deny Jesus but follow Him 
closely to live and love as He loved. May we 
not be found slacking to love, but eagerly in 
love awaiting the Lord at His coming.
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Our acceptance of inability to love is the opportunity 
for God’s ability, which brings the availability of 
the gift of the Third Person of the Trinity to 
fill us with love.

Love is a natural emotion as well as 
a voluntary decision. God, who IS 
love, created us to give and receive 
love. Loving our God entailed 

obedience to Him; loving others involved 
becoming the brother’s keeper to prevent 
another from sin and destruction, and 
loving oneself included shunning evil and 
its originator at its onset itself! God’s love-
creation intended recreation and procreation 
also, but Satan’s miscreation resulted in man’s 
de-creation. Distortion of love’s fellowship 
happened in the garden of Eden when 
selfishness brought sinfulness. Since then, 
love is portrayed to be materialistic than 
theistic, resulting in humanistic perversion. 
But God, in all His love for the ones whom 
He made, voluntarily decided to demonstrate 
what true love entails – sacrificial obedience! 
God, so loved the world, not to allow his 
creation to live according to it, but gave His 
Son to open a new way of love-life

God’s love is the supreme of all known 
“love”, which is a powerful motivator 
prompting change. The “agape” love of 
God made the Second Person of the Trinity 
come to earth in hypostatic union – the Son 
sacrificially changed His address for thirty-
three and half years! Transformation of Peter 
wasn’t overnight but over time, through 
confrontations; one such at the shore of Sea 
of Galilee where he was asked thrice of his 
love for Jesus. He confessed his inability 
to love as Jesus does (agapao) by using the 
word for friendly and filial love (phileo) in 

CONTRIBUTING WRITERS (Current edition)
Dr. Binu Daniel, Cyril Philip, Divine Leonardo,  
Elizabeth Mathew, Grace George Kathettu, Pr. Jackson 
Kurian, Jasmin Oommen, Jossy Binz, Pr. Joy Punnoose,  
Dr. P.U Paulson, Dr. Sarah J. John, Pr. Thomas Samuel,  
TK Nandanan

Illuminer

ILLUMINER
ISSUE 08          VOLUME 01          FEBRUARY  2021

02

C.V.MATHEW 
Chief Editor 
Goodnews  
Weekly 

T.M.MATHEW 
Publisher 
Goodnews  
Weekly

Our  Advisors 

Love Because  
We Are Loved

You will 
never really 
love until 
you love 
someone 

who hates you.

Jack Hyles



03

Anthem 
of Love

Love is God’s very essence 
and his supreme attribute. 
All other attributes are 
the results of his nature to 

love. God in the trinity manifests the 
dynamics of love. Father, Son, and 
Holy Spirit eternally co-exist as one 
God through the mystery of Love. 
Early Fathers called this mystery— 
perichoresis - the love dance of 
the trinity. So, God in the trinity is 
love itself and the source of all love 
relations. God created human beings 
out of His love, and with the same 
love, he saved them from the fall. 
John 3:16 says, “God so loved the 
world, and he gave his only begotten 
Son…” These words explicitly reveal 
who God is and how great is his love!

GOD LOVES BECAUSE  
HE IS LOVE
John, the apostle of love, explicitly 
points out that God’s decision to 
save humankind emanates from 
the impulse of his eternal love. The 
motive behind the action of sending 
his Son to this world is nothing but 
pure love. God was not obliged to 
save humans; he saved them because 
he loved them. The only obligation he 
had was the obligation of love. There 

BROKEN BREAD

"GOD’S GIFT WAS THE BEST HE COULD 
EVER GIVE. THE MOMENT HE LOVED, HE 

DECIDED TO GIVE"

is a practical lesson to be learned 
here. No matter how good and noble 
our actions are; love must be the key 
ingredient. Paul says without love, 
“… I have become as sounding brass, 
or a tinkling cymbal …” (1 Cor 13:1). 
Our actions must not be for the sake 
of activities but the sake of love.

GOD GIVES BECAUSE  
HE LOVES
God’s love is action-oriented. It is 
expressed in giving away his only 
Son for the sins of humanity. Love 
is not only his tenderness towards 
the fallen human creatures but also 
a decisive action that is sufficient to 
save them from sin and corruption. 
“God Loved” and “God gave” are 
inseparable. The act of God giving 
his Son validates his love. God’s 
gift was the best he could ever give. 
The moment He loved, He decided 
to give. The moment He chose to 
provide, He decided to give the best. 
He withheld nothing necessary for 
our salvation. Love, which results in 
no action is futile but love that gives 
one’s best to others reflects agape 
love.
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University, India). He lives in Auckland, New 
Zealand, with his wife, Reny, and two children 
and teaches at Ebenezer Pentecostal church.
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“But God, being rich in mercy, 
because of the great love with which He 

loved us, even when we were dead in 
our trespasses, made us alive together 

with Christ— by grace 
you have been saved.”   

Ephesians 2:4-5
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John, one of the disciples of 
Jesus, who is also known as the 
apostle of love, presents God 
as the embodiment of love in 

his epistles. He begins the first letter 
with an autobiographical note that 
describes how the manifestation 
of divine love was tangible to him 
and his fellow disciples’ sensory 
perception. Thus, he begins from a 
posteriori premise and moves into 
a profound elucidation of how the 
transformative act of agape love is 
rendered to restore the corrupted 
and broken world.

The coexistence of misery and 
goodness of God has always been 
a puzzling issue for those who look 
at life from an ethical point of view. 
Why does evil persist and suffering 
jeopardize humanity while an all-
knowing, all-powerful, and all-
loving God exists? Philosophers, 
theologians, and Christian thinkers 
have proposed numerous answers 
to this challenge throughout history. 

The 
Inescapable 
Love of God

4

“Divine love is not 
earned through 

human effort, but it is 
manifested through 

the generous and 
self-giving act of 
Christ that found 
humanity where 

they were”

However, all sincere efforts to 
unravel God’s mystery by the finite 
human beings at every stage in 
history could only reach to the extent 
of the evidence harnessed from the 
spectrum of knowledge intelligible 
for their rationality. Similarly, the 
methodologies and criteria used for 
testing any truth claims based on 
the so-called facts and their sources 
were equally limited by time and 
space. Sadly, the inadequate response 
by the Church to these questions 
has led many astray into atheism, 
agnosticism, or humanism. Some of 
the prominent proponents of atheism 
who hail from strong Christian 
backgrounds are Fredrick Nietzsche, 
Karl Marx, and Joseph Stalin; a 
recent example is Richard Carrier 
from the Methodist background. The 
dogmatic landscape developed and 
reshaped by the Church, theologians, 
and Christian thinkers in the last 
thousand years has furnished a firm 
foundation of faith, yet, regrettably on 

ILLUMINER
ISSUE 08          VOLUME 01          FEBRUARY  2021

04

Rev. Thomas Samuel is Chaplain at NHS 
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Coach with Billy Graham Evangelistic 
Association. He is married to Praisy and they 
have three children.
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Luton, UK

specific stances, especially pertaining 
to salvation, they disagree. For 
instance, the doctrinal position that 
sharply divided the Christendom - 
Arminianism and Calvinism that 
directly addresses the application of 
divine love concerning salvation - is 
not long forgotten but is still alive and 
active among the present generation 
of Christians.

Reading John’s treatise of agape in 
the current philosophical climate that 
obscured the distinction between 
good and evil and relativized values 
opens up new avenues of perceiving 
reality. John demonstrates that agape 
love is inescapable for humanity. 
A) Agape-love is not manifested 
as an abstract virtue or ideology 
but through a historical person (1 
John 1:1-4; 2:3-6). It is centered in 
the life and teachings of Christ that 
permeates into those who follow 
him and enables them to practice it 
(1 John 1:5). John carefully chooses 
the example of Cain, who murdered 
his brother in relation to worship in 
order to warn his readers about the 
danger of distorted piety (1 John 
3:12) and how Christ-centeredness 
is essential to experience divine love. 
B) The ultimate act of agape love is 
redemptive (1 John 1:5-10; 2:15-27). 
Divine love is not earned through 
human effort, but it is manifested 
through the generous and self-giving 
act of Christ that found humanity 
where they were (1 John 4:7-12). 
C) It is universal, open for all, not 
predetermined, partial, or sectarian 
but equally available for everyone 
(2:29; 3:16; 5:1). Therefore, it is 
inescapable and redemptive.
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Love is not a feeling that you 
fall into and out of but a 
commitment.  Your love is not 
something you give and take 

based upon favorable or unfavorable 
situations or circumstances.  Love is 
a deep commitment that is rooted in 
the love of God. Love is not something 
we summon within ourselves, but 
is something that begins with God, 
flows into us, and changes us.

The world is filled with hatred, and 
sometimes people, even Christians, 
react with anger or fear or bitterness 
or hopelessness. Sadly, many who 
follow Jesus succumb to such 
thoughts and expressions. But they 
forget the one sure promise of God 
that underlies their faith: God is love. 
It’s His character.

God’s love is the agape and self-
sacrificing “for others” love the 
Father and Son shared before the 
world began. As His over-arching 
characteristic, God is love itself. 
Therefore, it’s easy to see that any 
power for us mortals to love comes 
only as a gift from God through 
the incarnate God, Jesus. Our Lord 
defined His love this way: He loved 
us to the degree that He, our creator, 

Pastor Joy Punnoose is the founding senior 
pastor of Philadelphia Fellowship Church, a 
multi-language church in London Ontario, 
Canada. In addition, he serves as the 
International President of Native Missionary 
Movement. He is a pastor, a teacher, and an 
author, and has earned a Ph.D. in Missiology.
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London, Canada

“Christ’s followers 
are commanded to 
die themselves and lay 
down their lives for each 
other and the world.”

because
H e  F i r s t  L o v e d  U s
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We Love

died so we might live! His shed blood 
opened the avenue to everything we 
needed: love, peace, joy, a purpose 
for living, and on. His love is the 
greatest gift we could ever receive. 
Love frees us from the tyranny of self. 
It’s a perfect love that drives out fear, 
hatred, and all evil.

But God’s love is not just for our 
benefit alone. Herein is love that 
Jesus laid down His life for us, as 
exemplified in His life and death. 
His followers are commanded to die 
themselves and lay down their lives 
for each other and the world. All the 
aspects of His Spirit emanate from the 
Son of Love into believing hearts. So, 
Paul urges us to know the vastness of 
this love of Jesus, for it’s the glue that 
makes us one and testifies of His love 
to a watching world. 

During these dark pandemic-
dominated times, cries for love and 
peace abound. Only by abiding in 
the love Jesus gives can we love one 
another and the world and fulfill our 
God-given purpose while here on 
earth. Without that sacrificial love, 
we could never obey His command to 
love others as He loved us. By our love 
for our brothers and sisters in Christ, 
the world will see Jesus in us and 
believe. We will be Jesus to the world 
when we let Him use His almighty 
saving and empowering love through 
crucified, humble-servant lives. It’s 
His love in us loving. Without it, we 
cannot accomplish the purpose He’s 
given us.

May our love for Jesus dominate 
our thoughts and actions, reflecting 
His love for us. And may His Spirit 
of love pour out of our lives in love to 
the world.
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The binding factor of any 
relationship is “love.” We 
see different kinds of “love” 
in this world. It is said and 

admitted that the love of natural 
mothers towards their children is 
pure and unconditional. However, 
this deep affection may even fail to 
deliver the goods at a certain point in 
life. Isaiah 49:15 (NIV) says, “Can a 
mother forget the baby at her breast 
and have no compassion on the child 
she has borne? “Though she may 
forget, I will not forget you’, declares 
the Lord. All the problems in this 
world start with the absence of this 
everlasting and all compromising 
“core quality” called Love of God. 

Wherever God’s love is absent, 
we see the act of Satan there, who 
injects the venom of dislike, distrust, 
and hostility. As is mentioned in 
the above paragraph about the pure 
love of a mother towards her child, 
it will not stay permanent when 
some worldly pleasures tempt the 
mother. There are so many people 
with sincere hearts in this world who 
always seek the pure love of God. The 
love of God is permanent and eternal. 
The same love that was manifested 
by God should also exist among the 
people. 1 Corinthians 13:4-5 (NIV) 
says ‘Love is patient, love is kind. It 

does not envy, it does not boast, it 
is not proud.  It does not dishonor 
others, it is not self-seeking, it is not 
easily angered, it keeps no record of 
wrongs.’

Many argue and show that they 
love God more than anything else 
in this world. Sadly, these people 
do not offer the same love towards 
others. Why does this irony happen? 
Well, this is a question that remains 
unanswered through generations. 
They read the Bible all the time, pray 
three times a day, help others and 
even preach about the “love of God.” 
Unfortunately, they remain double-
faced human beings, who have never 
shown their readiness to change 
their hearts. Love is an act that has 
to be expressed. It should come from 
the heart and not from the mind. 
Love can be expressed in different 
ways. The love that is seen expressed 
among people in the form of the 
so-called affection is not always the 
“pure” love. God is love, and he who 
abides in love abides in God and God 
abides in him” (John 4:16).

The “love” we see in this world is 
a type of love that has no affection, 
kindness, honor, respect, etc. God’s 
love is not phony, but instead, it is 
‘Agape love’ or ‘unconditional love,’ 

Love is an act 
that has to be 
expressed. It 
should come 
from the heart 
and not from 
the mind”

and this love is well illustrated in 
John 15:13- ‘Greater love has no one 
than this, that he lay down his life for 
his friends. So, let us carry this love 
in our heart and show it to others so 
that we become the salt of the earth.
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Love of  
God
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God’s love is often described 
as indescribable and 
i n c o m p r e h e n s i b l e , 
unceasing and 

unchanging, steadfast and sacrificial. 
It is also for these very same reasons 
that we take God’s love for granted.

On our good days, we claim that 
God loves us and on our bad days, 
we complain that He does not. We 
are elated when we are blessed, but 
resentful and questioning when 
we are not. God’s love has allowed 
us to have this sense of entitlement 
that makes us gloat in the comfort 
of knowing it will always be there. 
However, it is worth reflecting on 
whether we are deserving of His love. 
Have we done anything to be worthy 
of it? Have we truly tried to emulate 
God’s love practically? Chances are 
we have all done it to some extent. 

An Uncontainable, 
Powerful Love!

We can talk to our children 
and narrate to them the 
story about how even when 
we were not deserving of 
it or owed anything, God 
gave us His everything.

We know of God’s love because we 
have been taught from a very young 
age that we are the blessed recipients 
of it. However, even as young 
children, we never quite understood 
the magnanimity and magnitude of 
God’s love. My son recently asked 
me if we can ever show love the way 
God did. The truth is that while we 
may never be able to hold a candle 
up to His love for us, we can begin 
somewhere. With my children, my 
husband and I decided to instill in 
them practical ways to show love the 
way God would have wanted us to. 
I’m going to talk about two specific 
actions we focused on:

• We began with prayer. We 
asked them to be mindful of 
what people in their immediate 
circle might be going through 
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and pray for them. Praying for 
others itself is an act of love. We 
made it a point to talk to them 
about who they prayed for and 
update them on the progress 
so to speak. We encourage 
them to ask about the person 
and give thanks to God if the 
matter they prayed for has 
come to fruition. And if it has 
not, we ask them to continue to 
keep them in prayers.

• We are slowly teaching them 
to give their time, talent, and 
treasure. We want them to 
understand that each of these 
three things is meant to be 
paid forward because we are 
merely stewards of it. I often 

hear my children say they 
have so much homework or 
so much to do that they don’t 
have time to do anything else. 
While this might seem in their 
narrow perspective to be true, 
the fact is that they have not 
yet learned how to sacrifice 
their time when they perceive 
it to be so limited. We focused 
on teaching our kids the value 
of sharing their time through 
fairly simple activities. For 
example, we encouraged our 
older son to set aside time every 
day to read with his brother and 
use that opportunity to bond 
with and teach his brother how 
to become a better reader.

Divine Leonardo is an educator with the New 
York City Department of Education. She holds 
a B.A. in Communicative English, a B.A. in 
English, an M.S. Ed. in Adolescent Education/
English and an M.S. Ed. in Educational 
Leadership. She resides in New York with 
her husband, Eapen Leonardo, and her two 
children.
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As human beings, we 
always crave love. And all 
of us wish to experience 
a love that is authentic 

and will never let us down. From 
the Bible, we know that though we 
were created to have fellowship with 
God, our sin broke that relationship. 
Hence Christ came into this world 
and reconciled us back to God by 
giving up his own life. He restored 
the broken relationship. The death 
of Christ proved to be the epitome 
of true love. In this context, I want 
to talk about how to abide in the 
love of Christ as a response to the 
love we received from Christ.

John 15:10 says, “If you keep my 
commands, you will abide in my 
love, just as I have kept my Father’s 
commands and remain in his love.” 
What does the word “Abide” mean? 
Abide can be defined as to stay or 
to remain and not depart. How do 
we abide in the love of Christ? It is 
by submitting ourselves to God and 
being in perfect obedience to God 
in love. The standard for Christian 
obedience is nothing more than 
the obedience of Christ to God the 
Father. Philippians 2:8 says, “And 
being found in the fashion of a man, 
He humbled Himself and became 
obedient unto death—even the 
death of the cross.” Christ became 
obedient unto death. He completely 
submitted to the will of his Father. 
Moreover, the will of the Father was 

Abide In My Love
to save the lost mankind. How deep 
love did the Father exhibit when he 
gave his only begotten Son on the 
cross to us? How transformative 
was the atoning sacrifice of Christ? 
The death of the Lord cleansed 
us and made us the children of 
God. Having this privilege, we are 
committed to remaining in his love 
forever. Christ says the evidence of 
abiding in his love is by keeping his 
commandments as the Son has kept 
his Father’s commandments and by 
abiding in his love.

So how do we keep his 
commandments? For that, we need 
to repent of our sins consistently. 
Christ expects us to be holy as He is 
holy. And repentance is the first step 
to holiness. As we know, salvation 
has three phases – Justification, 
Sanctification, and Glorification. We 
have been justified and sanctified, 
but we still live in our mortal bodies 
waiting for our glorification. And 
in this phase, we do struggle with 
sin. But remember, we don’t have 
to worry about condemnation. As 
1 John 1:9 says, “If we confess our 
sins, he is faithful and just to forgive 
us our sins and to cleanse us from 
all unrighteousness.” Repentance 
should be a part of our daily routine. 
Once we confess, then as children 
of God, we prove the repentance 
through our deeds, actions, and 
thoughts. How can it be fulfilled? 

The Holy Spirit who regenerated 
our souls will help us attain a sinless 
life by guiding us in righteousness. 
He will teach us all things and bring 
the Scriptures to our remembrance 
so that we would be able to stay 
right at the center of God’s love. By 
abiding in his love and by obeying 
his commands, we will experience 
joy in Christ. It is not a temporal joy 
that fades away, but an impeccable 
joy found only in Christ that shall 
cheer us up in our Christian life.

So, let us rely on the Holy Spirit 
to abide in the love of Christ. May 
it transform us so that we will share 
that love of Christ with others 
who are in darkness. Finally, I will 
conclude with a

quote by Jerry Bridges – “If we 
are going to persevere as committed 
disciples of Jesus Christ over the 
course of our lives, we must always 
keep the gospel of God’s forgiveness 
through Christ before us.”

Cyril Philip is an IT professional, and writes 
gospel content for online Christian publications. 
He lives in Tulsa, Oklahoma with his wife Reeba 
and two sons. He serves God in the worship 
department at Bethel India Christian Assembly, 
Tulsa.

CYRIL PHILIP
Tulsa, USA
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Christ says the 
evidence of 
abiding in his love 
is by keeping his 
commandments 
as the Son has 
kept his Father’s 
commandments 
and by abiding in 
his love

DEVOTIONAL

Self-love: I’m smart. I’m wonderful. I love the way I am.
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Abide In My Love
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LENS IN THE LIGHT

Grace George Kathettu is an Assistant Professor 
of Agricultural Entomology at Apollo Institute 
of Agriculture Technology and Research in 
Hyderabad, India. She is the daughter of Pastor 
K.V George (ministering in IPC Kumbanad 
Centre) and the Late Mary George; and sister of 
Gifty George.

GRACE KATHETTU
Hyderabad, India

Go To The Insects,  
You Human!

Self-love: I’m smart. I’m wonderful. I love the way I am.

In the world where people are seeking the movement of 
self-love, have you ever heard insects sacrificing themselves 
for their fellow-creatures? Honeybees, being social insects, 
are of 3 castes like the queen, drone, and the worker for 

the division of labor. If the honey is robbed or if their colony is 
attacked, then swarms of worker bees come to the rescue of their 
hive and can attack and sting the offender. After attacking the 
offender, the sting is torn out of its abdomen, and the bee dies.

Some worker ants defend their nest from invaders by exploding 
themselves to kill the intruder by emitting a toxic fluid from 
their abdomen, and, in the process, the ant dies. For these little 
creatures, the hive and the nest’s defense are an act of true self-
sacrifice. In other words, it’s altruism. In its purest sense, altruism 
is that the act of helping or supporting another person, regardless 
of whether it comes at a remarkably personal expense. Altruism 
in people has been positively described as a gesture that reflects a 
human’s highest, most noble hand. True altruism in humans can 
only happen in love. Love, sometimes include sacrifices like the 
sacrifice of our life or sacrifice of our time and all such sacrifices.

The recognition of a true Christian is love. The clear evidence of 
being ‘born-again’ as a child of God is godly love as the very essence 
of Him is love. Mark12: 31 says “Love your neighbor as yourself ” 
where it’s apparent that we do not love others without first loving 
ourselves. Self- love movement suggests us to love ourselves the 
way we are. Yet we read in Romans 3: 10 “As it is written: “There 
is no one righteous, not even one” and Christ loved us despite our 
sinful nature and let’s not forget that God loved us simply the way 
we were even before we loved ourselves. We are not only the object 
of God’s love, but He desires us to manifest the same supernatural 
love that He has poured on us by His grace.

Altruism in people has 
been positively described 
as a gesture that reflects 
a human’s highest, most 
noble hand.
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Facts about Cataracts

Dr. Sarah J. John, is a Doctor of Optometry, 
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enjoys not only her profession, but also writing 
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passionate for Christ and His work.
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A cataract is a common eye 
problem; it is the clouding 
of the lens that resembles 
looking through a frosty 

or fogged window. This clouding can 
cause glare and sensitivity to light, 
especially while driving at night. Halos 
are seen around lights, and there is 
often a need for brighter light for 
reading. Colors may take on a faded 
appearance. The degree of vision loss 
is usually proportional to the clouding 
and opacity of the lens.

TYPES OF CATARACTS: There are 
various forms of cataracts, the common 
being nuclear sclerosis, where the lens 
takes on a yellow color, and the other 
forms of cataracts are cortical, posterior 
subcapsular, and congenital.

FACTORS CAUSING CATARACTS: 
The common characteristics are 
increasing age, diabetes, excessive 
exposure to sunlight, smoking, 

trauma, obesity, and prolonged use of 
corticosteroid medications.

SURGERY: The need for surgery will 
depend on the individual’s lifestyle, 
such as age and demand for sufficient 
acuity (vision). Cataract surgery is 
generally a safe and effective procedure. 
With its new innovative surgical 
options, Cataract surgery can resolve 
most concerns and possibly eliminate 
the need to wear spectacle correction 
after surgery.

GENERAL GUIDELINES: Some 
strategies may help in delaying the 
cataract formation by following some 
general guidelines. (Quit smoking, 
managing health conditions such 
as diabetes, eating a healthy diet 
containing bright-colored vegetables 
and fruits, wearing sunglasses that 
block UV B rays and getting regular eye 
examinations)

Sight is wonderful, but vision is even 
greater. As children of God, we walk 
by faith, not by sight. This faith walk 
requires absolute trust in God as He 
charters the way for us. This requires 
that we hear the Holy Spirit’s inner 
promptings and allow Him to direct 
all our steps. The vision encompasses a 
purpose that God has ordained for us, 
and when we understand and obey it, 
the journey is ever fulfilling.

GOODNEWS CHARITABLE & 
EDUCATIONAL SOCIETY  
Glorifying the Almighty by caring the poor
www.goodnewscharity.in
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God’s Appointed Time 

“There is an appointed time for everything” 
Ecclesiastes 3:1 (NASB)

When Joseph had dreams of his parents and brothers 
worshiping him, he never thought that to fulfill the 
dreams he had to embark on a series of struggles 
in life. Whenever he felt a bit relieved and relaxed, 

new struggles and trials came rushing in. Though everyone knew 
that he was blameless, he had to undergo unpleasant situations in 
his life. 

A closer watch would reveal that the times of struggles was a 
training period for Joseph before getting appointed as the Prime 
Minister of the greatest empire of the ancient world. As a teenager 
who boasted over his dreams and enjoyed the privilege of his 
father’s favor, he might not have developed an empathetic heart 
to understand the requirements of the poor and needy. When he 
encountered struggles, he learned how to be like a slave, a servant, 
a destitute, and in solitude. He learned to conquer temptation and 
deal with people from all walks of life. He was able to experience 
life as a prisoner and understood the frustrations of a missed 
opportunity. Joseph became well-trained and disciplined to be a 
better person in life and began to understand others better. He 
would not have achieved all these if he were still living in Canaan 
as his father Jacob’s favorite. 

God planned that Joseph had to sustain his family during 
the great famine because God had already promised land and 
blessings to Jacob’s descendants. If they could not withstand the 
famine, God’s promise to them would not be fulfilled. Joseph was 
not required to come before Pharaoh much in advance. To create 
an impact, God directed him to appear before Pharaoh just at the 
right time. The miracle of the transformation of a slave boy to the 
caretaker of the great storehouses of Egypt; and gain the authority 

If we realize that God is in perfect control 
of every situation we go through, we will 
not worry about what happens next.

Jossy Binz is a student of M.A Theology at IPC 
Theological Seminary and is currently living 
in Al-Khobar, Saudi Arabia. As a Teacher, she 
has worked in St. Brittos Academy, Chennai. 
She also has done her Master’s degree from 
Alagappa University (M.A. English Literature). 
She is the wife of Binz Varghese (Contracts 
Manager at JGC Gulf International KSA).

JOSSY BIZ
Al Khobar, Saudi Arabia

next only to the Pharaoh manifests the act of God’s provision, 
protection, and providence.  

GOD’S TIMING IS PERFECT!
If we realize that God is in perfect control of every situation we 
go through, we will not worry about what happens next. We have 
the assurance that in all things (that happen in our life), God works 
for the good of those who love Him, who have been called according 
to His purpose (Romans 8:28). God has specified timing for every 
event in our lives, and these events occur at His perfect will to 
accomplish His purpose in us. 

Joseph was so molded and matured in his troublesome years that 
he never kept any bitter feelings even to those who caused him 
terrible pain. Not only that he forgave them, but he also took care 
of them and their families. God had transformed and disciplined a 
proud young man into a capable, responsible, and merciful minister 
who could identify and understand his people’s needs and deal 
with them fairly. Joseph’s life teaches us that the storms and trials 
in our lives have meaning and not worth worrying about. God 
does have His appointed time for everything, and His timing is 
perfect! Till then, we should choose to humble ourselves before 
God by trying to comprehend what God intends to teach us; and 
be His faithful servants to fulfill His purpose in and through our 
lives.

“Therefore, humble yourself under the mighty hand of God, that 
He may exalt you at the proper time.” 1Peter 5:6 (NASB)

KIDS & 
YOUTH
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Life is all about relationships: 
God’s relationship with us 
and ours with others. Let 
us never be tempted to 

undervalue the work of God’s love in 
firmly establishing our relationships. 
The Bible gives the best set of friends 
-’David and Jonathan’ blessed 
with the gift of God’s love in their 
friendship. 1 Samuel 18- 20 chapters 
tell us that they shared a unique 
friendship. They made a covenant 
with each other, and both of them 
protected and served one another all 
their lives. What a beautiful example 
of a friendship!

Good friends are always ready to 
help and support each other, even 
in difficult situations. David needed 
Jonathan’s help to determine if King 
Saul, Jonathan’s father, intended to 
kill him or not. And Jonathan never 
hesitated to help David carry out any 
plan he chose to get the information 
he needed. Being jealous of David, 

KIDS & 
YOUTH
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Gift of  
God’s love  
in Friendships

Only when the rays of His 
divine love dawn upon our 
souls, warming us with His 

grace and loving-kindness, 
we can share the love 
that makes us patient, 
kind, truthful, trustful, 

and sacrificial”

King Saul wanted to kill him, but 
Jonathan challenged his father’s 
angry feelings and always stood up 
for his friend. They constantly tried 
to show each other their friendship 
through acts of kindness.

Moreover, Both David and 
Jonathan had a claim to Israel’s 
throne and should have been bitter 
rivals. But instead of competing 
with one another with the utmost 
jealousy, Jonathan accepted God’s 
will for David to be the next king 
of Israel with much humbleness 
and love! So, what made David and 
Jonathan’s friendship so sacred and 
robust? It was indeed the gift of 
God’s love dwelling in their hearts. 
This example of true loyalty and love 
is tough to find in the world today, 
where people are out to get as much 
for themselves as possible.

Only when the rays of His divine 
love dawn upon our souls, warming 

us with His grace and loving-
kindness, we can share the love that 
makes us patient, kind, truthful, 
trustful, and sacrificial. Ultimately, 
when we look for an example of true 
friendship and love, may this verse 
rule our minds: Jesus said. “A new 
commandment I give you that you 
love one another; as I have loved you 
that you also love one another. By 

this all men will know that you are 
My disciples; if you have love for one 
another”. John 13:34, 35(NKJV)
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One night, it was 2 AM, and I was repenting for my 
inconsistent prayer life and how much doubt I had despite 
remembering God’s promises. At one point, frustrated 
with how back-and-forth I was with the creator of the 

Universe who has always been constant, I remember praying- “God, 
I thank you that you’re not like me- because if you were, I’d give up 
on me right now”. This specific statement had me thinking - I cannot 
believe that we serve a God who is not like us mere humans. We are 
all imperfect people with our own stories and life experiences that 
shape who we are today. However, sometimes that shaping is not 
always beneficial. We may experience rejection and loneliness from 
others, making us either continually looking for companionship or 
simply unwilling to share anything profound with anyone. We may 
experience the kind of hurt that is borderline betrayal, which can 
promote the idea of unrelenting kindness to others or instead push us 
to harbor unforgiveness that bubbles over into the atmosphere when 
we least expect it.

I remember hearing a talk from a manager during orientation. In his 
address, he said, “you always have to remember that you are working 
in the business of people, with all different sorts of personalities and 
experiences that inspire their behavior”. He is so right, not merely 
from a work perspective but also from a life perspective. This world 
in and of itself is in the business of inhabiting people of all different 
stories and experiences, and often we compare the nature of others 
and ourselves to who God is. We think that because people, whether 
it be your parents or friends, turn away from us, God will also give up 
on us at a certain point. We think that because we have issues with 
unforgiveness and loving others, that God will stop forgiving and 
loving us at a particular moment too. We tend to believe that our level 
of habits and normalcy is somehow comparable to God’s nature.

I am reminded of 2 Corinthians 5:14-15, which says, “For Christ’s love 
compels us because we are convinced that one died for all, and therefore 
all died. And he died for all, that those who live should no longer live for 
themselves but for him who died for them and was raised again”. This is 
who God is - the One who died for you and Me because He loved us 
so much, and He rose again to give us new life. You see, He is not like 

The God who reaches out to you is also not like your flaws. He is the most 
accurate definition of who a good Father is.

you or me, but is much better. He is so much better to the point that 
He wants to show you and me what perfect love is. Perfect love is 
consistent, forgiving, present, and leads us to be vulnerable without 
fear of judgment. Perfect love is everything that we are not because 
we are imperfect, which is okay. This perfect love is what should 
compel us to seek Him and stop letting shame reign over our lives 
but instead push us to live a new life in obedience to Him, even if 
we mess up from time to time. This perfect love compels us to trust 
that He alone is who we can depend on without fear of Him leaving 
as others do. This perfect love reminds me that I thank God He is 
not anything like me in all of my flaws and brokenness as displayed 
before others.

I want to encourage you to know that the God who loves you is 
not like the pain you’ve experienced or the inconsistency present in 
your life. The God who reaches out to you is also not like your flaws. 
He is the most accurate definition of who a good Father is, even if 
you may not have known what that looks like in your own life. So 
today, I want to challenge you to quit looking at God through the 
lens of the negativity that you have experienced from others or that 
you in your human imperfection may display to others. Instead, in 
your prayer life, thank Him that He is a God who wants to transform 
us even when we are at our lowest lows. Seek Him and know that 
HE will show up, even if others have not or if you feel like you are 
unworthy. Knock on the door because I know He is gladly standing 
at the forefront of your heart and mind, waiting for the door to be 
opened for you even though it may have been a door that was shut 
by others.

Jasmin Oommen is from Philadelphia, a 
contributor to Jyothimargom Magazine, 
and is the owner and main writer behind 
therefiningmoment.com. She recently 
graduated with MBA and pursuing Law degree.

JASMIN OOMMEN
Philadelphia, USA

A God who is waiting

for you!
KIDS & 
YOUTH
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Act. These laws came into effect following the approval of 
the President of India. Ever since the farm laws came into 
being, the farmers started to protest though the protest was 
unnoticeable at first. Farmers in Punjab started protesting 
against these laws and later farmers in Haryana and Uttar 
Pradesh joined the protest drawing worldwide attention.

Several deaths of farmers from the protest sites have 
been reported and many of them committed suicide as the 
stir continues to prolong. Also, the violence that marked 
Republic Day on January 26 left many injured and a farmer 
lost his life. Many world celebrities like American pop 
singer Rihanna, climate activist Greta Thunberg and many 
other prominent personalities including Meena Harris, an 
American lawyer and niece of US Vice-President Kamala 
Harris, actress Amanda Cerni, singers Jay Sean, Dr. Zeus 
and former adult star Mia Khalifa too voiced their support 
to the protesting farmers. To top it all, the United States of 
America, in its first reaction to the ongoing farmers’ agitation 
has thrown its weight behind the farmers’ protest. The US 
said that peaceful protests are the hallmark of any thriving 
democracy and that unhindered access to the internet is 
fundamental to the freedom of expression. The US comment 
on India’s three recent farm laws seemed to be veiled, but its 
support of peaceful protests and push for dialogue is being 
seen as a clear message to New Delhi.

Farmers’ agitation for the repeal of the new farm laws is 
always welcome if the new farm laws have deprived them 
of their rightful support from the government. But when 
their protest turns to unacceptable ways causing damage 
to properties, then it has to be stopped. Damaging public 
or private properties must be eschewed because damaging 
properties, which have been created or constructed for the 
sole purpose of public utility, is indeed a great crime/lapse on 
the part of the perpetrators. Just like ‘Many a mickle makes 
a muckle’, we need to save or protect every little or big thing 
that belongs to the nation to make a country great. This is the 
basic and essential principle making a nation great. People 
with such a mindset make the basis of a developed nation. 
By the way, the Indian government must take urgent steps to 
end the farmers’ stir at the earliest considering the plight of 
the farmers.

TK Nandanan, a freelance writer, is presently 
employed with an Indian Government 
Organization. While studying for MA (English), 
he took up the job of a copywriter. Thereafter, 
he got an appointment as sub-editor in 
one of the leading publishing companies in 
India. Married to Jayasree, who is a nurse by 
profession, he lives in Kochi. Athulya Grace and 
Sam Thejus are their children. He is a regular 
contributor of articles to several English dailies 
in India.
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placed St. Valentine’s feast day in the middle 
of February to “Christianize” the pagan 
festival of Lupercalia, which was celebrated 
on February 15th. Lupercalia involved the 
sacrifice of a goat and a dog whose hides were 
cut into strips using which the Roman women 
and the crop fields were gently slapped since 
it was believed to make them more fertile in 
the coming year. Afterward, the names of 
young women of the city will be placed in an 
urn from where the single men of the town 
would choose one name and be paired with 
them for the remainder of the festival/year 
or life. Shakespeare romanticized the holiday 
in his work, which brought the popularity of 
this Day to Britain.  According to a market 
research firm, Valentine’s Day sales topped 
$17 billion in 2020, and this year’s sales are 

expected to be more than $18.5 billion. 
(Source: www.history.com)

All demonstrations of love are no match 
for the greatest, which came from God. A gift 
is given based on one’s ability, and no man 
would give their life as the gift. Moreover, 
gifts of love are given to lovers and not to 
enemies. But God not only gave the best, but 
also gave His all by laying down His life for 
His enemies, so that those estranged from 
Him will be won over through His love. This 
display of deep love welcomes the worst of 
a sinner to come and dine with him, not in 
the accompaniment of roses, but with the red 
blood of sacrificial love! 

Continued from Page 01 Continued from Page 01

Continued from Page 01

Indian farmers’ 
agitation

Love is 
more than a 

VERB
love is; love in the true sense of the word is 
to love as God loves.

God’s love is sacrificial. It cost him 
something. In the supreme expression of 
His love for the world, he sacrificed the 
life of His Son on the cross. Cross is the 
yardstick of love. Do we love to the extent 
of laying down our lives for others? Christ 
defined real love as giving oneself up. It 
gains nothing but loses all that one has for 
the sake of the very act of loving.

God’s love is also blind in another sense. 
It doesn’t consider the worth of the person 
that He loves. God, who loved the world 
to the extent of sacrificing His son, knew 
that the world He loves doesn’t deserve 
his love. Still, when the human race were 
sinners deserving his punishment and so 
weak to help themselves, God the father 
even poured out His love for them. Loving 

the way God loves demands us to love the 
people we may not always like. Loving 
ignores likes and dislikes.

The love of God is also abundant; it has no 
limits. John, one of Jesus’ disciples, rightly 
called the ‘beloved disciple’, exclaimed: 
“See what kind of love the Father has given 
to us, that we should be called children 
of God.” The sinners receive not just a 
splatter of love, but ‘love as an ocean,’ as 
the Sunday School song goes. Loving in its 
fullest sense sees no limits.

I fully agree with the thoughtful person 
who has the sticker that says ‘love is a 
verb.’ It is rightly so. That same bumper 
has space for another sticker too that says, 
“God is love.” The act of love is superficial 
unless we love as God loved us.

Loving the world destroys our relationship 
with God, it denies our faith in God, and it 
discounts our future with God. 

David Jeremiah
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The most popular book of 
the Christian world, next 
to the Bible itself, was 
published in February 

18, 1678. It is a story of fantastic 
creatures and deadly dangers. In his 
many adventures, the hero battles 
with a raging dragon, flounders in 
a bog from which he is unable to 
extricate himself, and is chained in a 
castle, hostage to despair. The story is 
Pilgrim’s Progress, authored by John 
Bunyan while he lay in prison for 
preaching without a license and for 
other offenses against the established 
church. Since its publication, it has 
never been out of print. The book 
made him famous in his own day 
and has been a help to Christians for 
centuries since.

The hero is a pilgrim, a man named 
Christian, whom we first meet 
searching for truth and for relief 
from a terrible load he carries on his 
back. This load is sin. At the foot of 
the cross the load tumbles off. Freed, 
Christian hastens by a path narrow 

Every Pilgrim’s Story, by John Bunyan
and hard toward an eternal city 
which is pointed out to him. Along 
the way he meets a great variety of 
vividly pictured individuals, some 
who help and some who hinder 
him. And of course, there are giants 
and dragons: an almost medieval 
panoply of fearsome or winsome 
dangers. There is Doubting Castle, 
the Valley of Shadow and Vanity Fair, 
all of which the pilgrim must pass.

Rich in allegory, many phrases 
from the book have come into 
common use. The narrative itself 
is larded with biblical quotations. 
In the margins John Bunyan cited 
his scripture references. Not only 
English-speaking Christians but also 
those from the rest of the world have 
benefited from the tale. Often it is 
the first book missionaries translate 
when they complete the Bible in a 
native language. It has been turned 
into African, European and Asian 
tongues. Surprisingly, the Chinese 
Communist government also printed 

the book and 200,000 copies sold out 
in three days.

Bunyan’s pilgrim and all those 
others who reach the celestial 
city steadfastly hold one belief: 
that salvation is of Christ alone. 
As Hopeful says, “I believed that 
...without the righteousness of this 
Christ all the world could not save me; 
and therefore, thought I to myself, If 
I leave off [praying to know Christ], I 
die, and can but die at the Throne of 
Grace. And withal, this came into my 
mind, If it tarry, wait for it, because it 
will surely come, it will not tarry. So 
I continued praying until the Father 
showed me his Son.” This remains the 
Christian gospel. Pilgrim made it 
safely to the Celestial City by heeding 
and believing that message.

Source: www.christianity.com
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GROUND FLOOR - • 3 SHOPS • 4 ROOMS  ATTACHED TOILETS
  • 1 COMMMON TOILET
FIRST FLOOR - • 5 ROOMS AND ATTACHED TOILETS 
  • OPEN TERRACE
SECOND FLOOR - • 2 BED WITH ATTACHED TOILETS 
  • DRESSING ROOM • POWDER TOILET 
  • OPEN LIVING, DINING AND KITCHEN

COMMERCIAL/RESIDENTIAL
AT ERNAKULAM CITY

5000 Sq Ft

DIRECT OWNER - +91 94004 3 6565

OVER VIEW

Land -8.42 cents
Parking
21 X 3 M

ROAD access
from multiple sides

Elevator 
option

24 Hr Hot water
3-Phase 

electricity

DG backup 
& Solar Options

OH Tanks 
and Sump Tank

“Above all, 
love each 

other deeply, 
because love 
covers over a 
multitude of 

sins.”   
1 Peter 4:8

to the Lord, 
for he is 
good; his 

love endures 
forever.” 
1 Chronicles 16:34
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WINTER STORMS IN THE U.S.
 

Over the past two weeks, multiple winter storms have brought 
dangerously cold temperatures to many parts of the country. 

As of today, over 100 million Americans are under a winter weather 
advisory. Heavy snow is falling across the northern parts of the country 
and is also spreading to southern regions. Over a foot of snow has 
fallen in many parts of Pacific Northwest. Significant icing is causing 
many accidents with loss of lives. Weather forecasters predict more 
snowfall through the western parts of the U.S. Wind chills between 
-30 and -60 degrees are expected in the north-central U.S. Heavy 
rainfalls are expected to impact Florida, George, and Alabama. More 
than 2000 flights have been cancelled, and a few states such as Texas 
and Virginia have declared a state of emergency. All are requested to 
exercise caution in these unprecedented times.

Germany has implemented tight border controls to stop the spread of 
more contagious coronavirus variants. The new restrictions are on 

Germany’s frontiers with the Czech Republic and Austria, limiting entry to 
German citizens and residents. Only those who register online and show 
a negative coronavirus test are permitted to enter. Although infection rates 
are on the decline lately, German officials are concerned about the possible 
impact of variants discovered in Britain and South Africa. Chancellor Angela 
Merkel and 16 state governors of Germany have agreed to extend lockdown 
restrictions until March 7. Hotels and restaurants which are already hard hit 
in these border areas will have to remain shut until after Easter.

LOCUSTS BRINGS LACK OF FOOD

Swarms of locusts are reported to be descending on large 
numbers in Ethiopia, Somalia, and Kenya, destroying crops 

and leaving pastures bare. Much of the locust breeding happened 
in Ethiopia and Somalia for most of 2020, and since insecticides 
were not used to contain them, the swarms are now moving into 
Kenya as well. Unusual rainfall patterns are said to be causing 
the locusts to reproduce very rapidly. Several parts of Africa 
are facing food crises as a result of the desert locusts. The U.S. 
Agency for International Development has cautioned that the lack 
of sufficient food will worsen in the coming months since these 
locusts migrate to greener pastures when conditions dry out in 
one area. Locusts can travel more than 100 miles in a day, and a 
single swarm is said to eat the same amount of food as everybody 
in New York and California.

EBOLA RETURNS IN CONGO

 A second person who contracted the Ebola virus died 
recently in the Democratic Republic of Congo. This 

has marked the 12th outbreak of the Ebola virus in Congo, 
where thousands of people have died from the virus in 
recent years. According to WHO, the Ebola virus results in 
a severe and often fatal illness. It starts with fever, fatigue, 
and muscle pain, followed by vomiting, diarrhea, and 
internal and external bleeding in some cases. Healthcare 
workers are trying to prevent this virus’s further spread, 
which is now endemic to Congo. In October 2020, the U.S. 
Food and Drug Administration approved an antibody 
cocktail that reduces mortality rates; it is marketed under 
the name Immazeb.

CHINESE CELEBRATE 
LUNAR NEW YEAR

The Chinese celebrated the Lunar 
New Year, which considers 2021 as 

the Year of the Ox. This time of the year 
is meant to be spent with family and 
friends for the 1.5 billion people who 
observe the occasion. In the Chinese 
culture, this is the most important and 
popular holiday and is comparable 
to the Thanksgiving celebration in 
America, emphasizing the importance 
of time spent with family. The holiday 
is connected to the year’s first new 
Moon, and hence it can fall in January 
or February. The U.S. follows the 
Gregorian calendar, which is based on 
the earth’s cycle orbiting the sun. The 
Lunar calendar is based on the monthly 
cycles of the Moon, and is followed by 
Chinese people. Typically, hundreds of 
millions of Chinese citizens would take 
travel distances to reunite with family 
members. Still, due to the pandemic, 
many have opted for modern social 
media methods to get together.

ILLUMINER
ISSUE 08          VOLUME 01          FEBRUARY  2021

16

Germany tightens borders

A magnitude 7.3 earthquake struck 
northern Japan near Fukushima 

on Saturday night. According to the 
Pacific Tsunami Warning Center, no 
tsunami threats were reported since 
the epicenter was deep at 34 miles 
beneath the ocean. In northeastern 
Japan, residents cleaned the clutter and 
debris in stores and homes after the 
earthquake that damaged buildings 
and parts of bullet train lines. There 
were power blackouts for thousands 

of people, which were restored by early 
Sunday. Workers are clearing a major 
coastal highway connecting Tokyo and 
northern cities, which was inundated by a 
major landslide. Bullet trains on the north 
coast are suspended till Monday due to 
the damages they suffered. Many other 
roads were blocked by rocks resulting in 
traffic disruptions. Almost 200 people 
suffered minor injuries; three people were 
confirmed with severe injuries; no deaths 
reported so far.

Powerful 
earthquake 
hits Japan
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